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FOREWORD.

It is a pleasure to commend to the thinking student this first edition of a book by a painstaking scholar
and theologian upon the intriguing subject, which he has called "Foundation Truths."

My mind was made up before first reading the script that | would not agree with the writer simply
because he was a friend of mine. It is a happy mood to be in when one can disagree reasonably. That was
how 1 first read this textbook.

I found, however, that after reading a few pages, this care-free mood was not guaranteed any
permanence: for the writer's logic, careful application of abundant scripture references and sincere appeal to
his readers to prove to their own satisfaction his interpretations of fundamental truth, made it very difficult
for me to disagree. This | presume was just where he wanted me—thinking—thinking for myself.

This is a textbook for the careful reader: and its subject matter is worthy of painstaking study. The
doctrines considered are vital and essential to an understanding of both God and man, sin and salvation,
death and life, heaven and hell.

The chapter on Eternal Punishment is very provocative and should he studied prayerfully with an open
Bible at hand. This subject is as much for the heart as for the intellect. One's heart is warmed as it is plainly
shown that God is not a Being with a split personality, as many must have thought Him when considering His
judgments: a loving God to His own people, but fearful in hatred and revenge upon a disobedient host of
unbelievers!

God is love: and at no time nor in any circumstances does He change: for in His unchanging love and
mercy He provides a secure Keeping Place for the unbelievers and thus preserves the eternal peace of His
own beloved people. This is Hell—God's madhouse, for the ultimately irreconcilable.



If this brief foreword were for purposes of comment, then it would be as long as the book. It is not. It
is a privilege granted me to commend this book to all students of God's Word and to those who love His
appearing. George Newsholme. (An outstanding Pastor, and former Principal of the Hampstead
Bible School.)

FOREWORD.

It gives me great satisfaction to recommend this third edition of Foundation Truths by one of the Lord’'s most
esteemed servants.

The value of these thought-provoking studies can never be truly estimated in mere words. | am most
grateful to Lord for allowing me the privilege of hearing them expounded by the writer himself in the lecture
hall of the Hampstead Bible College; there was never a dull moment!

Ever since Foundation Truths have been committed to print | have never been without a copy, and it has
been my joyful practice to pass them on to others in the hope that they will be as enriched by them as |
have been.

Clyde Young. Assemblies of God Minister, Sunderland.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR.

A summary of the life of C. L. Parker by his son, John Parker, and installed on the Internet by
Frank Cook.

Cuthbert Layland Parker was born in 1887, gained 1st Class Honours at St. John's College, Oxford in
1908 in the Classics (Latin and Greek), was ordained priest in 1912 and became a Tutor at University
College, Oxford, from 1912-1918. He also gained a blue and two half blues while at St. John's in Rugby,
Swimming and Athletics respectively.

Mr Parker's varied and unusual career in the ministry meant that at one time he was General Secretary
of Assemblies of God and at another was Vicar of St. James, Clerkenwell, London and Chaplain to the Royal
Free Hospital when it was on Grays Inn Road.

It was during his first curacy at St. Luke, Redcliffe Square, that an old lady prayed for him to be saved
- it must have been a rather well to do church, more traditional than evangelical. Mr Parker used to tell how,
at this time, he was sitting in the garden, smoking a pipe and reading his Greek New Testament, when the
Holy Spirit illuminated the Word, and he cried out 'By gad, the Bible's true!" He then went into the pulpit and
told the people he had been telling them lies thus far - and now would tell them the truth!

In 1917, Mr Parker married Phyllis Harcourt Kent at St. James, Clerkenwell, of which at that time his
father was vicar and of which he would become vicar 20 years later. It was during this latter period that the
church experienced an outpouring of the Spirit, which must have made it one of the earliest charismatic
churches of the 20th century.

Returning to 1917, Mr Parker, and his wife Phyllis, quickly absorbed and entered into the fundamental
truths of New Testament Christianity, such as Justification by Faith, Divine Healing, the Second Coming, etc.
It was not long before he commenced his teaching ministry at various Bible Colleges (including the Bible
League College and the Assemblies of God Bible College in Surrey), and also as a Convention Speaker all
round the country.

His style of teaching was to allow his students to ask questions as the lecture proceeded, and
sometimes this would drive him back to the Word of God to search out the answers. So both he and his
students grew in their understanding of the Scriptures, and there are many alive today who still remember
with gratitude how his teaching revolutionised their Christian lives and their theology.

"Foundation Truths", based on Hebrews 6,1-2, contains the essence of his teaching, built around his
graphic representation of man's Spirit, Soul and Body (1 Thessalonians 5,23) - to which he gave the name
'Archie'! Any readers of these pages will find themselves challenged and stimulated theologically and
generally, whether or not they agree with all Mr Parker's conclusions.

A Guide to the Diagrams.

The Serpent represents sin; dead when coiled, alive when upright.
The Book represents Moral Law, whether of God or of conscience.

The Dove represents The Holy Spirit of God.



The Cross represents Calvary.
The Black Line represents the first Heaven, the home of Satan.
The Black Colouring represents that which is dead to God.

The Gold Colouring represents that which belongs to the Sons of God.
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(N.B. Where a Bible reference is to a single verse, simply hovering the mouse cursor on the link
may, (it depends on your internet browser) reveal the Bible text. Frank Cook.)

INTRODUCTION.

New converts to Christianity are spoken of in the Bible as babes in Christ, with hearts full of desire for
understanding, and minds equally full of problems and questions. Peter (I Peter 2:2) tells us that what they
need is the sincere milk of the Word, if they are to grow to a healthy maturity. When they are grown up
there is solid food for them too; but until then they need milk and not meat.

Many young Christians have suffered life-long spiritual indigestion or the diseases that spring from
malnutrition owing to a wrong diet in their early days. Those who are ignorant of the Scriptures can be
misled by any teacher with strong personality, and need to acquire for themselves that full assurance of
understanding of which St. Paul speaks. (Col. 2:2, Heb. 10:22.)

It is of the first importance therefore to know what is meant by the milk of the Word; and our Father
has left us in no doubt on this matter, but has detailed it for us in Hebrews 5:11 to 6:2.

The Foundation Truths, the A.B.C. of Christianity, are seven in number, Repentance from dead works,
Faith towards God, Baptism in Water, Baptism in Spirit, the Laying on of hands, Resurrection of the dead,
Eternal Judgment. Only after he has learnt the truth in these simple matters is the Christian baby ready to
consider the harder problems and deeper wisdom of God's Revelation.

These studies are designed primarily therefore to lead the new convert to those passages of the Bible
in which these matters are most simply handled, that he may see for himself the Scriptural basis of his faith,
and be fully persuaded in his own mind. In the hour of battle a man cannot stand upon another's teaching,
but only upon those parts of the Truth that he has made his own.

It will soon become apparent to him that these Foundation Truths show the steps by which His
Heavenly Father plans to change a "man born of woman," who was rightly at home on this earth, into a
mature "Son of God" who longs for His Heavenly home and destiny.

I am indeed grateful to Mr. George Newsholme (Editor of Redemption Tidings), who has not only read
the manuscript, but has also written the preface and helped in the final form of this booklet. My hearty
thanks are also due to Miss E. F. Dodgson, who patiently typed and retyped the manuscript, and to my wife
for the designs of the diagrams. May the Lord be able to use it to His own refreshment, Prov. 25:13, and to
the blessing of His people.



CHAPTER 1. REPENTANCE FROM DEAD WORKS.

The first Foundation Truth contains the arresting phrase "Dead works," which is aptly illustrated by our
Lord's words, "Let the dead bury their dead,"” or St. Paul's phrase, "... is dead while she liveth." Fully to
understand these words we need to consider the birth and constitution of a "man born of woman."
(Luke 9:60, I Timothy 5:6.)

The First Birth.

He is tripartite; body, soul and spirit. His body comes from his parents, his spirit comes from God, and
his soul, i.e., himself, is the result of this union of body and spirit, a new individual without experience of any
kind, but good because made by God Himself. Man is a soul, he possesses a spirit and a body, the former
whereby he can contact the spirit world, and the latter with which to enter and appreciate the material world.
The soul, if it loses its body, is dead to this world; if it loses its spirit, it is dead to God and the Heavenly
world. If it loses both, it is dead to both worlds, conscious only of the isolation and hopeless darkness of
death. Gen. 2:7—margin "lives," Num. 16:22, Is. 57:16, Eccl. 12:7, | Thes. 5:23, Mt. 11:11, Heb. 4:12,
John 3:6, | Cor. 2:10-16, Job 10:21-22, Heb. 2:15, Lk. 12:5.

Every child therefore that is born into this world is alive to God through the spirit which He has given it,
and alive to this world through the body which it has inherited through its parents. Its spirit is, of course,
perfect like all God's works; but its flesh, coming down ultimately from Adam, is imperfect, and liable in
varying degrees to desires which are sinful.

These desires, however, are not in the soul of the baby but in its flesh, and therefore this "sin in the
flesh” is in the Bible phrase "Dead," i.e., harmless, and the child itself is alive to God through its spirit with
which He has endowed it. So that looking at young children, our Lord said that of such was the Kingdom of
Heaven; and exhorted us to become like them; which He could hardly have done if their souls had been as a
matter of fact incapable of goodness, totally depraved, and fit only for eternal punishment, as so many
Christians have thought they ought to believe! God's mercies are over all His Works, and the child of even
the wickedest parents is not born without the gracious gift of spirit from the Creator.

Every baby then is born alive to God and well pleasing to Him, and receives grace from God through its
own spirit, which God has given it, and its Guardian Angel whom God has appointed over it.

N.B. The phrase "Original Sin," which, like that other phrase "born in sin," is not scriptural, would be
shorn of its misleading implications if it were changed into the Scriptural language "Dead sin in the flesh."”
Every theory of "Original sin” which locates the effect of Adam's sin in the soul of his descendants, instead of
in their flesh, or implies that the child is born without grace from God or in any way "Dead to God" is to be
unhesitatingly rejected.

The first diagram therefore shows the condition in which all "men born of women™" come into the world.
(Rom. 7:8-8:3, Mark 10:14, Mt. 18:1-10, Ps. 51:5, Job 14:1-4, Job 15:14.) See Diagram 1—Man born of
Woman.

Note on various erroneous doctrines.

There are several erroneous teachings about the fall of man, which crept into the Church at a very
early date and should be noted at this point; since not only have they led to wrong practices, but they have
also clouded the minds of men and dimmed the glory of God, presenting such a picture of Him that, while
men could still fear Him as the Almighty, they could neither respect His justice nor discover His love.

The soul of a baby is not hopelessly corrupt because of Adam's sin; it is its flesh only which is tainted; its
soul and spirit are pure, being made by God. Mk. 10:14, Is. 57:3-7, 16, Eccl. 7:29, 12:7, Num. 16:22.

A child is not born dead in sin, alienated from God and without knowledge of Him. It is the sin which is dead;
the child is alive. Rom. 1:19-21, Acts 17:27, Mt. 18:3-5, Rom. 7:8-9.

God (a) does not impute the sin of Adam to his children, nor (b) does He impute the righteousness of Christ
to a Christian.

(a) In Ezekiel 18, God clearly teaches that a man dies for his own sin, not his father's; and that it would
be wholly unrighteous to blame one man for the sin of another. (Il Chr. 25:3-4.)

(b) Neither is the righteousness of Christ imputed to anyone; it is Christ's death, which is imputed, suffered
on our behalf. The moral perfection of Christ cannot be imputed to anyone; but it is imparted as we obey
Him. Each man will receive the reward of his own deeds. (Il Cor. 3:18, 5:10.)

N.B. The Greek word dikaiosune has two meanings: (a) Justification when brought to trial by the Law;
this can take place in two ways;

_1. The evidence shows you not guilty; and you are discharged;



2. The evidence shows you guilty, but you, or someone else, pay the penalty. Thus the convict who has
done his time is "justified" and no longer a convict: it is libellous to speak of him as such! (b) A moral
character, which deserves praise because, so far from breaking the Law, it goes the "second mile."

Diagram 2a. Is the condition of the sinner when saved; he is "freed from the Law." But God wants him
to live so that he becomes, diagram 2b. and is "saved with glory.” (11 Tim. 2:10, | Peter 1:17, Heb. 2:10.)

It is not true that God is angry with us, for our " fallen nature,” and would be justified in condemning
us to Hell for it. Out of this slander upon the justice of God has arisen the erroneous practice of Infant
Baptism, which is an attempt to counter the supposed danger by means of Baptismal regeneration. If it were
true that we were so born that sin is inevitable, not only would repentance be impossible, but we should
have a perfect excuse for our sin, and could not possibly feel guilty. Historically and practically the doctrine
that sin is inevitable always leads to this very frame of mind, an acquiescence in it as a regrettable
necessity: humanum est errare! God, of course, could not and does not, condemn us for what we cannot
avoid; neither could men repent of actions which were forced upon them by their nature. They could only
grieve over the fact that they were so badly created: and for that they would of necessity blame, not
themselves, but their Creator. Gen. 18:23-25, Rom. 3:5-6, Rom. 5:13.

N.B. I. The fact that all men do as a matter of fact sin is not due to some taint of "original” sin in their
nature which makes sin inevitable; but as the Bible says, to the fact that "all like sheep go astray.” It is the
herd instinct and the fear of standing alone which operates so powerfully. We are to confess Christ before
men.

Sin is not due to some flaw in the soul, but simply to the possession of free will. Both Adam and Eve
sinned, though from different motives, in spite of the fact that they were created completely perfect in body,
soul and spirit. Lucifer also sinned, though perfect in all his ways from the Creation. Perfection of creation is
no safeguard against sin! (Eccl. 7:29, Ezekiel 28:12-15, Is. 53:6, Gen. 2:5-25.)

Neither is perfection of surroundings a preventative. The first sins both in Heaven and Earth were
committed under ideal conditions.

N.B. 2. Even perfect flesh, such as Adam and Eve possessed, was endowed by God with desires, which
unless curbed by the soul would lead it to sin. The realisation that the fruit of the tree was good for food and
pleasant to look at is put first in the motives that led to Eve's sin! The stronger the bodily instinct, the
greater the danger of misuse. The strongest and most lovely of all physical instincts implanted by God, the
sexual, is also the most dangerous unless ruled by the soul. The perfect flesh of the perfect man contained
within it the possibility of temptation and sin just as inevitably as did the fallen flesh of Adam! The only
safety of the most perfect flesh lies in its control by a wise and loving soul. (Gen. 3:6, Mt. 4:2-4, Mt. 26:41,
| Cor. 9:27.)

N.B. 3. While it is true that Cain and Abel came into the world with smaller opportunities than Adam
and Eve, since God no longer visited them intimately in the garden, it is also true (a) that God did not again
ask so high a standard and (b) that Enoch walked with God and that Noah pleased Him. It is true that the fall
of Adam brought the whole race down to a lower level of possibilities; it is also true that the lower level was
capable of achievement, and that God could still be pleased with men. From Adam justification was no longer
by works but by faith; and the rite of blood-sacrifice for sin was well known from Abel, who was the first of a
long line of men who have pleased God by their faith. (Acts 10:35, Ezekiel 14:14, Il Chron. 20:7, Heb. 11:1-
40, Hab. 2:4.)

"As in Adam all die even so in Christ shall all be made alive" (I Cor. 15:22), does not refer to our souls, but
to our bodies. If it did refer to our souls, it would be a powerful argument for Universalism! Adam died
physically not because he sinned, but because God drove him from the Tree of Life; otherwise in spite of his
sin he would have lived for ever. For the same reason all men suffer physical death. Hence all, including the
wicked, will be raised from death by Christ. The death of this resurrection body in the Lake of Fire, which is
the second time a man loses his body, i.e., his second death, will be for a man's own unrepented and hence
unforgivable sin: and will be eternal, leaving the soul in hopeless impotence and anguish. (Acts 24:15,
John 5:28-29, Rev. 20:11-15, Rom. 2:1-9, Mark 9:43-50, Gen. 3:22-24.)

Moral Lawv.

There comes a time, however, when moral law enters into the soul of a child, either from instruction in
God's Word, or in the ordinary course of nature. When this has happened, and the child begins to pass moral
judgment upon others, then sin in the flesh, which has hitherto been dead and harmless, comes alive, and
proceeds to entice and try to deceive the soul, as in the Garden of Eden. Rom. 7:9-11, | Cor. 15:56,
James 1:14-15, Rom. 4:15, Rom. 5:13, Rom. 2:1-16, Mt. 7:1-5. See Diagram 2—The Moral Struggle.

Note on Temptation.
It is essential to realise that temptation is not sin. God did not intend Adam and Eve to live without
temptation; since it is only by resisting it that frail innocence can develop into strong purity, and learn not




only to love good but also to hate evil. Accordingly Satan was allowed to enter Eden; Job was left in his hand
"without cause," the Israelites were led through that great and terrible wilderness, Jesus was driven by the
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil; the disciples were handed over to be sifted as wheat.

The surest way to throw a maid into the arms of her lover is to speak against him! Every instinct of
protection and loyalty rises up in passionate rejection of the imputation. So should it have been with Adam
and Eve in the garden when Satan slandered their friend and Creator. They should have risen up in defence
of Him they loved, clung the closer for the attack, and conceived such a hatred for Satan that he would no
longer have dared to enter their garden. Such, no doubt, was the design of the Almighty, but it was
frustrated by the folly and disloyalty of the perfect creatures, Adam and Eve! Eve allowed herself to be
deceived by Satan's innuendoes, and Adam put his wife's companionship before his God's; as many another
man has done, since the first one said, "I have married a wife and therefore | cannot come." It was God's
greatest gift which brought about the downfall of the perfect man! Solomon, the wisest man, owed his
downfall to his inability to use the gifts of God aright. It was Lucifer's wisdom and ability, the gifts of God,
which fed the pride which caused his ruin. Every blessing, indeed, from God has in itself the seeds of
temptation: and history is full of men whose heart was lifted up to rebellion by the very gifts, which should
have made them grateful. (Il Chr. 18:1, Il Chr. 26:16, 32:25.)

Temptation is not sin; the hour of fiercest temptation can be the hour of greatest purity. By allowing us
to inherit from our parents a body from which temptation is inevitable, God has not been unfair to us, but
has given us the opportunity by resisting such temptation, of establishing ourselves for ever in His love and
service. When God gave men and angels freewill He made it possible for them to disobey any command He
might impose and to embark on a life of selfishness instead of love. Hence temptation was possible in
Heaven before sin occurred. (Ez. 28:11-15.)

The fact that we are tempted, however severely, whether by the flesh, the world, or the Devil, is not
accepted by God as an excuse for sinning. We are indeed to welcome, though not to invite, temptation,
albeit with fear and trembling humility, for the overcoming of temptation is the royal road to the Throne of
God. (James 1:2-4, 12-15, Heb. 2:18, 4:15, Luke 22:28-32, | Peter 1:6-7, Gen. 3, Deut. 8:2-3, 15-16,
Matt. 4:1-11, Job, chapters 1 and 2, Gal. 6:1, | Cor. 10:13.)

It is obvious that temptation and sin are permanent possibilities of a "free will"; by which we mean that a
man can choose his own course, whether it be good or evil, even if he lacks the power to put it into action.
The whole aim of God is therefore to do away with sin, not by excluding temptation but by making the soul
immune to it; as the body becomes immune to disease not by elimination of bacilli but by the setting up of a
sufficient resistance to them (Heb. 1:9). Only the man who hates evil is safe against temptation. Therefore
God has allowed evil great liberty in this world, that by awful experience of its effects, its deceitful promises
might be exposed, and mankind might learn to dread it above all things and to achieve an iron determination
never to commit it. (Lk. 15:17, Heb. 1:9, Ps. 119:97-104, Heb. 12:4.)

Note on Conscience.

Conscience is not the voice of God, neither is it necessarily pleasing to God or according to His Law. It
is that standard of conduct which a man lays down for his neighbour, to which he is himself accountable. This
standard is formed by a man (a) out of his own heart in automatic reaction to his neighbour's acts, e.g., the
last six of the ten commandments are the involuntary response of human nature to the selfishness of
another which threatens its happiness "Thou shalt not steal" pours out of the lips of the man who is being
robbed: "thou shalt not commit adultery” is the cry of the man whose wife is unfaithful: "thou shalt not
covet" is the instinctive thought in the heart of the man who sees his neighbour eyeing his poultry too
lovingly! (b) Out of the opinions of the society in which he lives. (¢) Out of any revelation which he may have
received of God. By this and by this alone will he be judged. (Rom. 2:1-16, 5:13, 14:5, Lk. 12:47-48,
James 4:17, | Cor. 4:4, Acts 26:9, Mt. 7:1-5, Titus 1:15, | Tim. 4:2.)

LIFE OR DEATH.

It is the peculiar glory of Jesus, which He shares with no other, that though tempted in all points like as
we are yet He never yielded to the solicitations of sin, from whatever quarter they might come. Wherefore
for this reason God has given Him the Name which is above every name. (John 8:46, Lk. 4:1-13, 22:28,
Heb. 2:14-18, 4:14-15, 5:7-10, Phil. 2:5-11.)

It has been the tragedy of the human race on the contrary, that like sheep we have all turned to our
own way and gone astray; so that, instead of growing strong in character by continuous and successful
struggle against temptation, we have become the weak slaves of sin, and found out that the soul that
sinneth it shall die. Let it be noted that only a living soul can die; a dead soul is already dead. Hence the
salvation of God finds us in the condition of diagram 3, not from compulsion but of choice. The tragedy of
Eden is continually repeated, so that each soul having once turned aside finds itself a captive, cut off from
God by the death of the spirit; and able, and at first at any rate contented, only to live in the world of sense
through its body. The whole life of such a person is described in the vivid phrase "dead works" or the life of a
man dead to God.



There is a short story by H. G. Wells entitled "The Country of the Blind," which is an apt illustration of
this condition. In this tale, a man with eyes strays into the kingdom of The Blind and is taken captive. The
fact that he can see, however, is not a help to him but a hindrance, since it rouses the jealousy and dislike of
the blind, who prefer to think that no such thing as sight exists. In the end they will allow him to live in their
midst only upon the condition that they may put his eyes out and make him as one of themselves. So would
the world put out the Christian's eyes, and pull him down into their chosen darkness. (Jn. 3:19, Rom. 1:18-
21. Is. 53:6, Lk.9:60, John 8:31-34, Rom. 1:18-32, 5:12, 6:12-16, 7:9-11, Gal. 5:15-16, Eph. 2:1-3,
I Tim. 5:6, Ez. 18:4, James 1:14-15.) See Diagram 3—Death of a Soul.

Note on Death of the Spirit.

Be it noted that a dead spirit is not an annihilated or non-existent spirit, but one which no longer
performs the duty for which it was intended, that is, to contact God. A "dead spirit" though unable any longer
to contact God, can yet get into touch with other dead spirits, both angels and demons, which inhabit the
first Heaven and the earth: viz., the black line in the diagrams. (Eph. 2:2, 6:12, 11 Cor. 4:4, | Cor. 10:19-21,
Is. 8:19, | Sam. 28, Il Kings 21:6, | Tim. 4:1, |1 John 4:1-3.)

Repentance.
The consideration of the phrase "dead works" has made it clear that man's estrangement from God is

due in each case to his own deliberate act.

He who hides his action from his fellow man whom he can see, hides it also from the righteous God
whom he cannot see; and comforts himself for having done so by some protective covering, e.g., "There is
no God," or "God doth not see,"” "You can't expect to be too good while in the flesh,” or even "God doesn't
mind sin so long as you are saved."

The modern sinner hides himself from the true God as definitely as did Adam and Eve; and the various
religions of the world have as their motive the desire to pretend that there is no righteous God who has
revealed Himself to us, but only gods who leave us free to do evil. (Ps. 14:1, 36:1, 50:21, Eccl. 7:16,
Rom. 1:23, Il Cor. 4:4.)

It is clear then that, until he is willing to retrace that step and come into relationship with God again,
even God cannot help him. This willingness to change his attitude towards God is called repentance; and,
since nothing can be done without it, all God's efforts are lovingly turned to bringing it about. The Holy Spirit
uses in each case the most appropriate means to appeal to the heart of the one with whom He is dealing. It
may be fear of judgment, fear of consequences, dreadful experiences of an ungodly life, revelation of the
love of God in sending His Son to die for sinners, experience of His power in signs and wonders, the hope of
eternal life instead of the fear of death. The variety of the means He uses is as great as that of the hearts
with which He has to deal, but the end is always the same, to persuade the ungodly to be willing to come
into contact with a living God, to be reconciled to the One they have distrusted. (John 16:8, Mk. 1:15,
Acts 9:32-35, 8:6-8, 16:27-30, 17:30-31, 2:37, Lk. 11:31-32, 13:1-9, Rom. 5:8, John 3:16.)

N.B.1. God does give space for repentance, but does not wait beyond the appointed time. (Gen. 6:1-7,
Lk. 13:1-9, Rev. 2:21, Heb. 12:17, 6:4-8, 10:26-30, Rom. 2:1-11, Dan. 4:27-31, Jonah 3:4, Jer. 18:7-10,
Il Chron. 36:14-16, Eccl. 8:11.)

N.B.2. Repentance always leads to action. (Jonah 3, Lk. 3:8, Acts 2:38, Lk. 15:17-19, 19:8-9.)

It includes hatred of sin, sorrow for those we have wronged, and a desire to put things right; remorse
is sorrow for oneself, because one's sin has been exposed and must be paid for. (Mt. 27:3-5, Il Sam. 17:23.)

Thus the first Foundation Truth is illustrated by—Diagram 4—The Repentant Soul.

CHAPTER I1. FAITH TOWARDS GOD.
The New Birth.

As soon as the Holy Spirit sees that the soul is willing to believe the truth about God, He enables it to
do so by begetting it a new spirit. Spiritual things are only discerned by spirit, and therefore the Lord told
Nicodemus that what he needed was not teaching, but a living spirit. The body and spirit might be compared
to a couple of radio sets for receiving and transmitting, the one tuned into the seen world, the other to the
unseen: the soul being entirely dependent upon them for contact with either world. A room may be filled
with all kinds of music, plays, talks from all over the world: yet its occupants are in complete ignorance of
the fact, since they have never possessed or even heard of a wireless set! So it is with both spiritual and
natural things. The world is full of sounds, but this one is ignorant of them as he was born deaf: in a similar
way, heaven is shut to the man whose spirit is dead, since he has lost that part which alone can receive
impressions from the spiritual world; and his one overwhelming need is that this part should be restored,
i.e., born again, so that once more he may be in contact. (Jn. 3:5, | Cor. 2:14.)




The more the radio is used the wider the knowledge of the outside world. There are those who might
be said to live at their radio: we are expected likewise to live in the spirit! Some radios have a wider range
and more perfect reception than others: so the spirit of Christ is more sensitive than the spirit of a servant
and opens to us a much wider range of understanding of spiritual realities. (Rom. 8:15.)

N.B. 1. It is the spirit which is born again, not the soul; the soul, which has already lived in the human
family, is adopted into the Royal Family of God, and has to learn how to live in its new surroundings.
(John 3:1-8, Eph. 1:5, 4:11-16, Rom. 6:15-23, Gal. 4:6, Il Peter 1:4, | Tim. 3:15, Il Cor. 3:18.)

N.B.2. That, which a Son of God receives at his new birth, is not the Holy Spirit Himself, but that which
is born of Him, holy spirit. The Holy Spirit Himself is normally given through the laying on of the hands of
one in whose body He has taken up His abode, and this happens after the new birth. The Holy Spirit is a
person; the holy spirit, which He gives at the new birth, is a thing, just as the body, which the parents give,
is a thing, not a person. (John 3:6, Acts 8:17, 9:17, 19:6, Eph. 1:13 "after".)

So the Apostles received holy spirit and were born again on the night of the Resurrection. After that
they were continually in the Temple praising and blessing God. It was, however, not until the day of
Pentecost that they received the Holy Spirit Himself, who immediately manifested His presence in a
miraculous fashion. Much confusion has arisen through the failure to differentiate between the Person and
the thing. Since there are no capital letters or other ways of distinguishing between them in the original
MSS., every translator is free to use his own judgment in the matter, and so mistakes have been made.
(John 20:22, Acts 2:4, Lk. 24:53.)

All Christians then have that which the Holy Spirit begets, and all Christians have also the Holy Spirit
Himself "with them,” for it was He who brought them to repentance and begat them again. It is, however,
those who are baptised in the Spirit who have Him "in them.” (Rom. 8:9, John 14:17, Acts 19:2-6.)

The body of every Son of God is a temple of the Holy Ghost: but that temple is empty until the Spirit
enters it, of which entry there is always a clear sign. Even as the Tabernacle and Temple were first prepared
and built, and after that manifestly filled with the glory of God. (I Cor. 3:16-17, 6:19, Ex. 40:33-34,
| Kings 8:10-11, Mal. 3:1.)

The Gift of God.

Faith is